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Presidential Address” 


HAROLD W. HAYDEN 
1957 - 1958 


I appreciate very much the honor 
you have bestowed upon me by 
electing me as your president for 
the year 1957-1958. I am mindful 
of my inadequacy for the job ahead 
of me. I am no silver tongued orator 
as you will witness; and I dangle no 
Phi Beta Kappa key from my tie 
chain, but with the help of God and 
the members of this association I 
will do my best to fulfill the obliga- 
tions connected with the executive 
office of this great Association. 


Our Conference Theme “Librar- 
ies and Education: Partners in Prog- 
ress” was chosen because we felt 
that Pennsylvania is on the thres- 
hold; that there is a new beginning, 
a new awakening ahead of us. I 
am certin you all agree with me 
that the library, whether it be pub- 
lic, school, special, college or uni- 
versity is an educational institution. 
If libraries are not educational insti- 
tutions then their function is recrea- 


"Delivered at the PLA Conferen::, Bedford Springs, 
October 11, 1957. 





tional. Recreational reading is part 
of the library’s function, but only 
part. The library which accepts its 
educational responsibility must 
build its whole library operation 
around this concept. You cannot 
provide a good book collection in 
any library whether it be town, city, 
college or university and have that 
collection really used without rais- 
ing the educational level of the 
users. The large library has the ad- 
vantage of a specialized staff, but the 
small library has the advantage of 
knowing many people personally 
and being able to judge more realis- 
tically what their needs and inter- 
ests are. 


We know that Pennsylvania ranks 
third among the 48 states in total 
assets and third in population. We 
know, also, that it is 26th in rank 
in the per capital bookstock of its 
libraries; that 38% of the libraries 
in the State are open only 4 hours 
or less a day, while only 1/5 of the 
libraries are open full-time or 10-12 
hours a day. Why is this? We 
have failed to educate the people 
concerning the importance of librar- 
ies in their communities. We have 
been complacent and too busy, most 
of us, to be much concerned about 
our neighbors. We have done 
much talking about the lack of li- 
brary service in Pennsylvania at our 
annual conferences, but it takes 
more than mere talking. 


In the Middle Ages books were 
chiefly in monastic communities. 
With the invention of printing the 
private collector came into being. 
From the 16th Century on private 
collections were more important 
than public ones. Today various 
factors have caused the private li- 
braries to shrink both in size and 
number. Some collectors today con- 
sider the public libraries their 








enemies because they absorb the 
remaining valuable books. Groups 
who wish to impose their views on 
others consider public libraries ene- 
mies because they make available 
literature contrary to their views. 
However, libraries continue to in- 
crease in importance. 


For the citizen of today, education 
must ever continue and the public 
library is the community agency 
which more than any other offers 
free opportunity for continuing edu- 
cation. The resident of the small 
village is entitled to have access to 
as many books ,if he wants them, as 
the resident of the city. This does 
not mean that every little spot 
should have a library as great as 
the big city, but there is a minimum 
below which it is impossible to go 
and provide decent library service. 
The answer lies in the provision of 
larger units of service, small units 
joining together to provide the re- 
sources that no one of them could 
afford. County lines should not 
stand in the way to prevent such 
service. 

A well operated college or uni- 
versity library is just as dependent 
upon its students and faculty as a 
public library is upon the citizens 
of its community. 

The goal of our libraries is to edu- 
cate, not to circulate as many books 
as possible. It is a waste of public 
funds to keep the presence of the 
books in the library a secret. We 
want more people to enjoy the bene- 
fits of the library. 


I stated earlier that we feel Penn- 
svlvania is on the threshold. Last 
night we heard our State Librarian, 
Ralph Blasingame, speak on “Li- 
brary Trends in Pennsylvania.” 
Machinery is in motion and almost 
ready for full steam ahead to carry 
on a survey under the direction of 
Dr. Lowell Martin, Dean of the 
Graduate School of Library Service, 


Rutgers University. The time sched- 
ule of this survey is such that it calls 
for completion in June of 1958, 
Librarians in the State are going to 
be called upon to give of their time 
in answering questionnaires and in 
assisting in other ways in making 
this survey accomplish what it is 
designed to accomplish for Pennsyl- 
vania. When you are approached, 
please accept your responsibility and 
give of your time and talent. The 
time schedule is important and we 
hope to have some real ammuni- 
tion to use in working to provide 
the most effective legislation for 
Pennsylvania. 


A bill (H.R. 7813) to “organize 
and microfilm the papers of the 
presidents of the United States in 
the collections of the Library of 
Congress” was passed by Congress. 
Positive prints of the microfilm will 
be available for purchase. 
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Report of the President 1956-1957 


The theme of last year’s confer- 
ence “A Renaissance for Pennsyl- 
vania Libraries” was suggested not 
only by the conference site, but also 
by the vigorous and promising acti- 
vities of the Library Development 
Committee of the Association. 
There seemed to be a parallel be- 
tween the rejuvenation of a city as 
a cooperative venture and the prog- 
ress librarians were making with 
similar efforts. It was an optimistic 
theme, but, as events proved, not 
too optimistic. 


Four things have made this year 
memorable in the annals of the As- 
sociation. The first was the appoint- 
ment of a fully qualified and ex- 
perienced State Librarian who in 
less than six months has become 
oriented and is making a marked 
contribution toward better library 
service in the Commonwealth. Co- 
operation with the State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction over a 
period of years finally bore fruit. 
During these years members of 
the Association prepared, at Dr. 
Boehm’s request, one statement on 
the Library Situation in Pennsyl- 
vania and another on the Appoint- 
ment of a State Librarian. Your 
representatives made repeated trips 
to Harrisburg at Association expense 
to meet first with Dr. Swan and 
later with Dr. Boehm. Each of 
you, therefore, contributed through 
your dues toward this happy out- 
come. I am sure you feel, as I do, 
that it was money well spent. Keep 
in mind, moreover, that merely by 
joining PLA you created an organi- 
zation with which members of the 
State Department of Public Instruc- 
tion were pleased to cooperate, from 
which indeed they sought help. You 
are to be congratulated. One per- 
son, however, should at this time be 
especially congratulated. Mr. Emer- 
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son Greenaway brought to this task 
not only his personal efforts, but a 
quiet insistence that the high quali- 
fications set forth by the Associa- 
tion as essential in a state librarian 
should not be abandoned. He dis- 
played an optimism that seemed 
never to waver even in the face of 
innumerable disappointments and 
delays. He has demonstrated pro- 
fessional leadership of the highest 
order and library service in Pennsyl- 
vania is indebted to him. 

A second event of this year was 
the approval by the Pennsylvania 
legislature of the State Library bud- 
get, thereby not only providing the 
salaries needed to attract additional 
personnel to Harrisburg but also 
meeting prerequisites for the receipt 
of federal funds. During the 1957 
session of the State legislature there 
was real danger that the State Li- 
brary budget would be cut to so low 
a figure that Pennsylvania would 
not be in a position to claim its 
share of these monies. Many mem- 
bers of PLA in this crisis sent wires 
and letters and talked to legislators 
to inform them that as the State 
Library had been operating with 
25% of its positions vacant, the 
money actually spent in the pre- 
vious biennium was not a proper 
amount for its present needs. Other 
wires and letters were sent to Wash- 
ington when Mrs. Beighley, chair- 
man of the Federal Relations, alert- 
ed us to pending action in Con- 
gress. An impromptu network of 
communications with librarians in 
every part of the state was organized 
and no one person knows how ex- 
tensive the total coverage finally 
was. One librarian to whom I talk- 
ed reported that she had called 
seven others, several of whom were 
in turn spreading the alarm. 

Thirdly, there was the appropri- 








ation by the United States Congress 
of $5,000,000 for public library de- 
velopment in rural areas. Pennsyl- 
vania is to receive the largest share 
of this money; indeed the first pro- 
jects for the Commonwealth have 
been approved by Washington and 
are already under way. 

Finally, there was the formulation 
of goals for library service in Penn- 
sylvania, the achievement of which 
will keep the Association busy for 
some time to come. This state- 
ment, the product of many sub- 
committees of the Library Develop- 
ment Committee, was published in 
the Summer of 1957 issue of the 
Bulletin and thoughtful 
reading. If it is approved here to- 
day, it will serve as a blueprint for 
action. 

These are our achievements as a 
group. Your president, who sees 
the whole picture all year, now 
wishes to call your attention to the 
truly impressive amount of work 
carried on by members of PLA 
working in committees or for the 
sections and chapters. If you will 
but read their mimeographed re- 
ports and keep up with the Bulletin, 
you can surmise how many people 
expended time and effort to hold 
nine chapter meetings, to prepare 
this conference, to attend Executive 
Board meetings, to issue the Bulle- 
tin, to work on committees, and to 
act as officers. I am deeply grate- 
ful to them all for their good will, 
their creative minds, and their quick 
response to every demand. As an 
example, I can tell you that not a 
single person who was asked _ to 
serve on the Pennsylvania Library 
Committee for National Library 
Week refused or asked to be ex- 
cused. We need to find others in 
PLA who are equally talented in 
good hard work and equally afflicted 
with an inability to say no. The 
people who are useful in organiza- 
tion affairs are those who always 


deserves 
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rise to the occasion and who find 
no assignment too small to be taken 
seriously. I suggest that National 
Library Week will give PLA an op- 
portunity to discover those among 
our members who should be taking 
a more active part in the Associa- 
tion. Individual libraries must, of 
necessity, make their own plans for 
the celebration of National Library 
Week at the local level. You will 
want to begin now. Since you will 
include citizens on your local com- 
mittees, an opportunity is at hand 
not only for drawing attention to 
reading and to your library, but also 
for informing citizens as never be- 
fore about library needs and hopes 
in the state. The new Public Li- 
brary Standards and the Pennsyl- 
vania_ Library Goals both offer 
ample material for group discus- 
sions during Library Week. Through 
the local citizens committees you 
may also engage the interest and 
loyalty of people who may previous- 
ly have focused their attention upon 
libraries only as a source of books 
and service, not as needing their 
support. As you find enthusiastic 
members of your communities who 
might be called upon later to help 
with the library development pro- 
gram you might send their names to 
Mr. Blasingame or to Mr. Hayden 
or to me. Another approach to the 
people is through Operation Li- 
brary, a national project of the Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce. — Joe 
Myers, chairman of this project in 
Pennsylvania, provides inspiration, 
facts, and practical suggestions for 
you in the Bulletin, Summer 1957. 
The continuing interest of the Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, of the 
American Association of University 
Women, and of the National Coun- 
cil of Parents and Teachers, sug- 
gests other possibilities. 

We cannot begin too early to 
mobilize the people of Pennsylvania 
behind our plans. The 1959 session 
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of the legislature must surely find 
us ready with a legislative program. 
Only you have day to day contact 
with non-librarians all over the 
state. Can you convince them of 
our needs? 


Thus, you see, we work as indi- 
viduals, as groups, and as an Asso- 
ciation with cumulative effective- 
ness. 

Now I should like to turn for a 
moment to ways in which I believe 
we could strengthen our organiza- 
tion— 

There should be a place in the 
structure of the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association for Special Li- 
brarians. Programs have been ar- 
ranged for them at conferences only 
through local chapters of the Spe- 
cial Libraries Association. A com- 
mittee similar to the Friends of the 
Library Committee of PLA might 
serve to develop activities of interest 
to them. 

Each section should examine its 
own purposes and potentialities 
with the idea of creating committees 
to carry on work during the year. 
Some of the sections have from time 
to time undertaken special projects 
or held meetings between confer- 
ences; one is studying its objectives 
at this meeting. But I think we 
need more sustained effort year 
by year along the lines of the special 
interests of each section than has 
been exerted in the past. The poor- 
ly attended business meetings of our 
sections and their brief agenda are 
evidence that, in general, the sec- 
tions have concerned themselves 
more with conference planning 
than with developing activities to 
strengthen the types of libraries that 
they represent. 

Consideration should be given to 
enlarging the Bulletin. Perhaps a 
Special Committee on the Bulletin 
should be set up to study the pro- 
per number of pages in relation to 
the purposes it should serve. Don 


Riechmann is turning the editorship 
over to Anne Skoog after serving 
ably in that capacity since Novem- 
ber 1952. He deserves our thanks 
for his skill and devotion. 


Our district chapters should or- 
ganize themselves for a rapid relay 
of information, particularly during 
a legislative year when it becomes 
necessary for librarians to com- 
municate quickly with their legis- 
lators and with people who know 
legislators. 

I recommend the appointment of 
a part-time Executive Secretary. A 
paid secretary would give badly 
needed continuity to the affairs of 
the Association. She would also 
relieve the officers of many routine 
and time-consuming duties in con- 
nection with calling meetings, set- 
ting up committees, maintaining 
membership files, preparing for con- 
ferences, and similar repetitive tasks. 
She could also, perhaps, provide 
lists of members by section or by 
district, thus greatly assisting officers 
in making committee appointments. 

Finally, as these recommenda- 
tions would require more money 
than we can afford on our present 
income, I recommend the appoint- 
ment of a Special Committee on 
Finance to study 

The amount of money that consti- 
tutes an adequate reserve fund for 
an organization of this size. 

Fiscal policy regarding unspent appro- 
priations in the budget of any given 
year. 

Additional expenditures to be pro- 
vided for. 

Our present scale of dues in relation 
to these expenditures. 

I hope the members of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association are 
ready for a more ambitious program, 
one that will make us equal to the 
many tasks ahead. If you wish to 
move in this direction, I pass on 
Goethe’s advise from Faust: 

“What you can do, or dream you can, 
begin it; 

Boldness has genius, power and magic 
In if. 








Only engage, and then the mind 
grows heated 
Begin, and then the work will be 


completed.” 

We have only to remember with 
Yeats that “In dreams begins re- 
sponsibility.’ Then we will know 
that having dreamed, as we have 
dreamed, having assumed responsi- 
bilities, as we have, we must extend 
our efforts until our dreams are 
realized. 


AGNES KRARUP, 
PLA Conference, Bedford Springs 
October 11, 1957 
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ACRL Tri-State Chapter 

The Tri-State Chapter of ACRL 
held its fall meeting on October 26 
at Schenley Hall, University of Pitts- 
burgh. At the morning session Dr. 
Charles Peake, Assistant Chancellor 
of Student Affairs at the University, 
spoke on “The Library’s Role in 
Student Life.’ He said that the li- 
brary is the repository for experi- 
ences which in the last analysis will 
contribute to the student’s growth; 
the open shelves and reserve shelves 
make him realize the enormous 
complexity of knowledge. Courses 
for able students and leisure read- 
ing shelves in residence halls and 
student unions are vital to con- 
tinued development of the student’s 
interest. The library must do every- 
thing it can to contribute to the 
general educational objectives of the 
university and should be continu- 
ously available to alumni. A stimu- 
lating discussion followed Dr. 


Peake’s talk. 


After luncheon Mr. Elvis Stahr, 
Vice Chancellor in charge of the 
Professional Schools of the Univer- 
sity, spoke on “The President’s 
Committee on Education Beyond 
the High School.” Mr. Stahr, the 
former executive director of the 
President’s Committee, discussed the 
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report with especial emphasis on 
the implications for librarians. The 
report stresses the importance of de- 
voting a greater proportion of the 
nation’s income to higher education. 
Since the most critical bottleneck is 
the shortage of first-rate people, 
larger responsibility for learning 
must be placed on the student him- 
self and he will therefore need more 
accessible materials by which he 
may teach himself. The libraries 
must be managed more effectively 
and study joint use of library re- 
sources and regional plans for stu- 
dents. 


Mr. John Lester, president of the 
Philadelphia Chapter of ACRL, 
spoke briefly on the future of ACRL 


in Philadelphia. 

The spring meeting will be held 
on May 17 at Westminster College, 
New Wilmington. 
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This film was made to assist architects, school 
administrators and librarians in planning 
vetter libraries. 

You'll see the importance of teamwork, 
among these groups, that is so necessary to 
efectively create the successful operation of 
today’s school libraries. 
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And you'll see how necessary it is to con- 
sult an equipment specialist in the early 
planning stages in order to insure the se- 
lection of just the right equipment. 

You can’t afford to miss this film. It’s 
available to anyone concerned with the 
planning and building of a school library. 
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“Hew the Block’ 


Aristotle had an idea that within 
every block of marble there was a 
statue, waiting to be brought forth. 
Alexander Pope put it this way in 
the Dunciad: 

Then take him to develop, if you can, 

And hew the block off, and get out 

the man. 

This is the challenge that faces the 
educator, whether he be teacher or 
librarian—“Then take him to de- 
velop, if you can and get out 
the man’”—the whole, well-rounded 
man. 

The public library has come a 
long way in accomplishing this ob- 
jective since that first little tax-sup- 
ported free public library in Peter- 
borough, New Hampshire, opened 
its doors in 1833. Today’s cultural, 
informational, and community cen- 
ter—which conducts TV and radio 
programs; presents exhibits, record 
concerts, film forums, and book dis- 
cussions; publishes booklists and 
other bibliographic aids; furnishes 
general and highly specialized refer- 
ence services; runs bookmobiles; and 
lends not only books but recordings, 
films, pictures, and even umbrellas 
when it’s raining—today’s progres- 
sive public library, in other words, 
has about as much in common with 
its prototype as the modern high 
school has with the little red school- 
house of folklore and fact. 

I don’t propose to chronicle the 
long, laborious road from Peter- 
borough to, say, Pittsburgh today. 
It’s a story familiar to all of you. 
I want to pause along the way only 
to pay tribute to Andrew Carnegie 
—sOo closely related to this State of 
coal and iron and steel—whose for- 
tune and whose vision were respon- 
sible for the great impetus given the 
public library movement at the turn 
of the last century. 

s en by L. Quincy Mumford, Librarian of 
Congress, at the PLA Conference, Bedford Springs, 


Instead of looking back and con- 
gratulating ourselves on the progress 
we have made, I want to consider 
with you the characteristics the 
librarian must have if he is to be 
successful in developing the man— 
in serving the people of his com- 
munity. 

None of us needs an advanced 
course in anthropology to know that 
the predominant factor that has 
differentiated man from the rest of 
the animal kingdom is not that he 
learned to walk on two feet but that 
he learned to communicate through 
the use of symbols. This enabled 
him, in time, to base a life, a civili- 
zation, not just on his experience 
alone, or that of his family, or of 
his tribe, but on that of the whole 
human race—past and present. In 
other words, he learned to record, 
to store, to transmit, and to study 
that experience. 

We librarians have a_ peculiar 
responsibility as administrators of 
this record insofar as it is embodied 
in the printed word and in other 
materials that are now found in 
libraries. In the half a millenium 
since Gutenberg, our role — has 
changed from that of guardian- 
custodian of books. Librarians today 
operate in the field of communica- 
tions. I do not mean the mechan- 
ical kind—telephone, telegraph, tele- 
vision, and the like, although they 
play their part—but communica- 
tions broadly conceived as making 
information available. 

The Librarian’s role in many re 
spects is more difficult than that of 
the teacher, because there can be no 
element of compulsion in offering 
our wares. We must make them 
attractive. We must not only pro- 
vide the means for continuing edu- 
cation and for developing enlight 
ened citizenship but we must bring 
the citizen to the library, or, when 
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necessary, take it to him. We must 
show our communities how we can 
meet their needs. They may not 
even be aware of these needs, or, 
if they are aware of them, they may 
be unmindful that the library can 
serve them. We must, then, instill 
in others our belief in books and 
related materials as a source of valu- 
able information, of wisdom, of en- 
tichment of life, and of at least the 
pursuit of happiness. We must 
emphasize, over and over again, the 
truth of what Justice Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes once said. The story 
is told that President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt one day chanced upon 
the Justice, then past ninety, en- 
gaged in his usual occupation— 
reading. “Mr. Justice,” he asked, 
“why do you work so hard at this 
reading business?” Holmes replied: 
“IT know of no other way, Mr. Presi- 
dent, of improving my mind.” 

The art of librarianship requires 
more than a liberal education and 
a knowledge of library science; to- 
night I’m going to take them for 
granted. What else, then, is re- 
quired of a librarian if he is to be 
able to hew the block? All of you, 
| know, have had applicants for 
library jobs assure you that they 
would make fine librarians because, 
they say, “I love books.” I’m often 
tempted to ask them if they love 
people also. There are a few places 
in the library world, I grant you, 
where a misanthrope would not be 
a misfit, But for most of us an 
understanding of people is requisite 
—not just of our library-card 
holders but of our trustees, our city 
councilmen, our State and national 
legislators, our entire public. 

The most effective library is the 
ne most closely integrated with its 
community. To keep it responsive 
to the needs of the community, and 
to obtain the means for this, re- 
quires wisdom, vision, initiative, 
drive, an appreciation of the eco- 
nomic realities, a flair for construc- 


tive publicity, and the art of per- 
suasion—in other words, leadership 
of a high order. 

We should ask ourselves: “Would 
my town care if the library’s doors 


were closed tomorrow? Would 
there be the same public outcry that 
would result from shutting the 


public schools?” If not, have we 
really made the library a force in 
the community? Is it indispensable? 
I’m sure that it is, but we need con- 
stantly to question ourselves, our 
programs ,and our standards to keep 
ourselves on our There is 
nothing more salutary, I think, than 
an occasional dose of self-dissatis- 
faction. 


toes. 


Often, however, no matter how 
inspired the leadership, we are con- 
fronted with the fact that a sparse- 
ly settled or a low-income area, for 
example, cannot support the _ li- 
brary services we think it should 
have. Then it behooves the li- 
brarian to look around to find ways 
of attaining at least some of the ad- 
vantages of good library service by 
various cooperative means. What 
cannot be done locally can some- 
times be done on a county-wide 
basis or through an even larger re- 
gion. Adaptability characterizes the 


social institution as well as the 
organism that survives. 
I’m fond of saying—so Ill say 


it again —that the greatest enemy 
of libraries is apathy, not hostility. 
This apathy has to be combatted 
in librarians as well as in commu- 
nities. Otherwise, you may find 
yourself with a static library, and a 
static library may not be a complete- 
ly dead one but it can become about 
as useless in the body of society as 
the vermiform appendix is in the 
human body. 

Most librarians, however, are in- 
genious at finding ways to achieve 
their objectives. I am reminded of 
a young friend of mine in Washing- 
ton who used to teach school in 
Pennsylvania. Although she had 








no library training, she was made 
the school librarian. One of the 
things that distressed her was that 
the fine biographies and books on 
travel and exploration never moved 
off the shelves unless they were 
assigned reading. She thought it a 
great pity that the students were 
missing all the knowledge and ex- 
citement in them. So she proceed- 
ed to label them all “fiction,” and 
out they went in eager little hands. 
This may have been most repre- 
hensible library science, but it was 
imaginative and it worked. 

Librarians, I believe, are not as 
hide-bound by rules as _ fiction 
writers like to picture us. Stand- 
ardization is one thing, inflexibility 
quite another. The first has en- 
abled us as a profession to make 
vast strides in bringing library ma- 
terials under control and has made 
cooperative work in_ bibliographic 
fields possible. Our catalog card 
distribution service at the Library of 
Congress is an example. Many li- 
braries contribute copy for these 
cards. As an extension of this ser- 
vice, our author catalog in book 
form has, with the cooperation of 
many other institutions, now be- 
come, as of course you know, the 
National Union Catalog, and it in- 
cludes, beginning with 1956, infor- 
mation about the location of books 
in many other libraries. 

These enterprises illustrate an- 
other characteristic needed by li- 
brarians — persistence. Librarians 
had been talking for years about a 
system of printed cards, but there 
were many serious obstacles. Fin- 
ally, Herbert Putnam stopped talk- 
ing and did something. The first 
year Library of Congress catalog 
cards were printed for sale (in 
1901) they brought the Treasury 
the magnificent sum of $3,785, but 
the service was continued and dur- 
ing the year ending June 30, 1957, 
26,953,659 cards were sold and 
brought in $1,146,782. When it 
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was proposed to reproduce LC cards 
printed before July 1942 in book 
form, again there were those who 
said the problems were insoluble, 
but the catalog and a supplement, 
1942-47, were published by photo- 
offset by J. W. Edwards, Inc., of 
Ann Arbor. The next step was for 
the Library of Congress to publish 
its own current author and subject 
catalogs. We also discussed for 
years the possibility of publishing 
the National Union Catalog on 
cards, but the editing problems and 
the cost deterred us. Finally, how- 
ever, we decided that a beginning 
had to be made somewhere. Ac- 
cordingly, we began with the pres- 
ent, and I am sure that some day 
some way will be found to repro- 
duce in its entirety this great biblio- 
graphic tool prior to 1956 or to 
make the information in it more 
easily available. 

The progressive librarian is recep- 
tive not only to new ideas but to 
new media. Not all have the re- 
sources to participate in educational 
television, for example, but few li- 
brarians, I believe, now fear the 
“threat” of TV. We’ve seen TV 
bring as many people to our doors 
as it keeps away — perhaps more. 
And I don’t think we need despair 
over the cultural outlook of a little 
boy, innured to TV westerns, who 
sees a picture of an Indian papoose 
in a book and exclaims: “Oh, look 
at the baby in the holster!” 

Although most librarians are will- 
ing to experiment, we have done 
very little to break through the bar- 
rier of tradition in the field of com- 
munication. For the most part, we 
are still using the same old methods 
to record, to store, to transmit, and 
to consult the record of man’s ex 
perience, while the growing com- 
plexity and the sheer mass of in 
formational materials demand that 
we seek radically mew technical 
means of handling and making this 
record useful. 
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I do not, of course, advocate that 
the librarians of the country expend 
all their energies on automation. We 
might first profitably apply assem- 
bly-line techniques to some of our 
operations before we turn to the 
wonder-world of electronics. 


All of us are familiar with the 
experiments in the use of photog- 
raphy for clerical routines and with 
various photo-offset processes that 
liberate us, for certain purposes, 
from the more expensive letterpress. 
We also know the potentialities of 
microfilm and various microforms, 
such as the microcard, the microdot, 
and the minicard. 


The librarian today has at his 
command a host of mechanical aids. 
The uses of these machines are 
many. At the Library of Congress 
we are experimenting to find how 
they can help us carry on our work 
more speedily and economically. 
Perhaps the most versatile of all 
such tools is the punched card, on 
which information can be coded, 
stored, and re-used. One of the 
most interesting uses to which we 
have put such cards is in compiling 
copy for our monthly publication, 
New Serial Titles. The various 
titles reported by libraries joining 
in the project are transferred to 
these cards, from which a mechani- 
cal device runs the information off 
onto tape; and this, cut and mount- 
ed on cardboard, is reproduced by 
photo-offset for the finished copy. 
Similarly, a set of cards arranged by 
subject is used to produce a com- 


panion publication, New Serial 
Titles —Classed Subject Arrange- 
ment. We believe that this method 


will have many applications in the 
compiling of bibliographies. 

The July 1957 issue of the Library 
Journal contained an article on 
“Clerical Automation” in a high 
school library. It described the use 
of punched cards in acquisition, 
circulation, and listing. It also made 


the point, which we have to keep 
in mind, that the library itself could 
not afford the machines used, but, 
since they were available in the 
high school, the librarian was able 
to develop his processes along auto- 
mated lines. 


As some of you know, we have 
also experimented at the Library 
of Congress with telefacsimile trans- 
mission. For a while we had a 
transmitter installed in our Loan 
Division and a receiver at the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health in Be- 
thesda, Maryland. This machine 
made it possible for us to expose a 
report needed for research at the 
Institutes to the scanner-transmitter 
in the Library, which converted the 
black and white of the printed page 
to electrical impulses. These were 
sent over a special telephone line 
to NIH, where a gadget reconverted 
them to print—of a sort. This 
machine has many possibilities. It 
can be connected with a number of 
agencies using library materials and 
then, even if the library has one 
copy of a much-needed report, a 
retainable copy can be transmitted 
to all those agencies that need it. 


At the Alderman Library of the 
University of Virginia, what has 
been called a “push-button library” 
is being developed with a_ grant 
from the Council on Library Re- 
sources, Inc. Actually, this is a 
closed-circuit television system, such 
as some classrooms and _ industries 
are already using. It will connect 
the libraries of four schools of the 
University with Aldeman and even- 
tually, it is hoped, it will enable a 
student in one of the departmental 
libraries to have a book or a section 
of the catalog placed before the 
camera in the main library, and the 
pages will turn or the cards flip as 
the student presses a button at his 
TV screen. 

We have been watching the ad- 
vances made in a machine to trans- 








late materials from Russian into 
English, a project in which George- 
town University in Washington is 
cooperating. Mechanical transla- 
tion (MT, its initiates call it) will 
be a boon when perfected. For 
libraries, however, such slave ma- 
chines would at present raise almost 
as many problems as they would 
solve. Their care and feeding, for 
example, is a science in itself — 
probably several. New “languages” 
have to be developed—an “input” 
language and an “output” language. 
(Can’t you see the librarian of the 
future rushing up to a colleague 
and inquiring: “Do you speak ‘in- 
put?”) Furthermore, the present 
machines seem better designed for 
handling the more exact data of 
science than the subtleties of litera- 
ture; the machines lack, one of their 
masters has said, “sufficient seman- 
tic explicitness.”” And they cannot 
now convey the soul-searching of 
Hamlet’s “To be or not to be.” 

More than a decade ago, Vanne- 
var Bush, who has the competence 
and therefore the right to look into 
the future, in an article in the 
Atlantic Monthly (July 1945) en- 
visioned “fa sort of mechanized pri- 
vate file and library,” which he 
called “memex.” It had the advan- 
tage not only of storage of informa- 
tional materials in small space, 
which even now we can accomplish 
by microfilming, but of push-button 
retrieval, based not on the rigidity 
of an alphabetical or numerical 
index but on selection by associa- 
tion—the machine following trails 
much the same way the mind does. 
Memex is still a dream of the fu- 
ture, but I would be the last to say 
that it is only a dream. 

For even the largest libraries, 
however, highly complicated data- 
processing machines are now be- 
yond our budgets. Nor do they 
have all the answers. (I was amused 
recently by a cartoon that showed 
two technicians standing in front 


of a giant electronic brain — go. 
called. One of them was saying 
to the other: “I asked it if it ever 
made mistakes and it took the Fifth 
Amendment!) Nevertheless, we 
should contribute our thinking and 
we should seek to have a part in 
the experimental work that is going 
on, for librarians as much as the 
ultimate consumers have a_ vital 
stake in information retrieval —a 
new frontier in the ever-advancing 
bibliographic frontiers of our par- 
ticular world. 

Meanwhile, as one of my _ col- 
leagues reminded a conference re- 
cently, good use can be made, in 
information-retrieval matters, of a 
two-legged, ambulatory device 
whose usuaul habitat is in libraries. 
Personally, | hope I never see the 
day when librarians become known 
as retrievers, for then I'll know that 
the profession has gone to the dogs. 

Although we must relieve our 
staffs as much as possible of the 
mechanical aspects of library work, 
the personal equation in library ser- 
vice cannot, must not, be eliminated 
entirely. At least for myself, I do 
not want that kind of “Brave New 
World.” Nor, I trust, will we reach 
the stage of considering the book 
outmeded. I cannot imagine curl- 
ing up cosily in front of the fire 
with a microfilm. 

But whatever our library world 
of the future—and it will be largely 
what we make it—it will always 
be a challenging one. Right now 
librarians all over the country have 
an unprecedented opportunity to 
improve their state’s library service 
to the people by taking advantage 
of the assistance available through 
the Library Services Act. Already, 
I understand, Pennsylvania has 
qualified for LSA funds, its plan of 
attack has been approved, and work 
has begun. As you know, a survey 
of library services in the state 1s 
being made in order to see what 
needs to be done. The fact that the 
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survey is being directed by Lowell 
Martin, Dean of the Graduate 
School of Library Service at Rutgers 
University, with the assistance of 
David Palmer of the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, assures its soundness. 
The Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion, through its Development Com- 
mittee and otherwise, will also 
have a vital part in the planning 
and in the fulfillment of the pro- 
gram eventually adopted. 


We shall have another unprece- 
dented opportunity when the first 
National Library Week is observed 
March 16-22, 1958. This will give 
us a chance to dramatize our ser- 
vices, to illustrate the rewards of 
reading, and to suggest our needs, 
including that for trained personnel 
—all presented against the back- 
ground of national publicity in the 
mass media. American Library 
Association Committees on Na- 
tional Library Week are being or- 
ganized in each state. I am in- 
formed that Pennsylvania’s has al- 
ready been named, under the able 
chairmanship of Harold Hayden. 
And citizens’ committees at the 
state and local levels are also being 
formed. 

For those of us in the profession, 
however, every week is library week 
—without the spotlight of special 
attention but with the satisfaction 
of public service. 

Woodrow Wilson said: “There is 
something better, if possible, that a 
man can give than his life. That is 
his living spirit to a service that is 
not easy, to resist counsels that are 
hard to resist ,to stand against pur- 
poses that are hard to stand against.” 
And if we are to meet the chal- 
lenge— 

Then take him to develop, if you can, 


And hew the block off, and get out 
the man. 


the librarian also needs courage 
in addition to all the other attributes 
[ have mentioned and many I 
haven’t — courage to pursue his 





ideals and to stand always as a true 
guardian of the free channels of 
information. 


District Meetings 


The Northwestern District held 
its fall meeting at Foxburg on Octo- 
ber 19. Reports of the PLA Con- 
ference and talks on National Li- 
brary Week and Recruitment were 
given. Ralph Blasingame, State Li- 
brarian, then discussed the library 
program for the state, the progress 
made, and future plans now that 
funds are being received under the 
Library Services Act. 

* * *% * + 

The Northeastern Pennsylvania 
Library Association held its fall 
meeting at Marywood College on 
October 26. At the morning session 
Harold Hayden, President of PLA, 
spoke on “Highlights of the PLA 
Conference at Bedford Springs, Oc- 
tober 10-12”; Ralph Blasingame, 
State Librarian, on “Review of State 
Library Activities”; and Elizabeth 
Hesser, Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre, on “Highlights of the 
ALA Conference at Kansas City, 
June 23-29.” At the afternoon ses- 
sion Kenneth Fagerhaugh, Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, spoke on 
“Planning a College Library,” and 
Erma Kelchner, Northwest Area 
High School, Shickshinny, on “A 
New School Library.” 

% * 


At the Ooctober 7 meeting of the 
Lancaster County Librarians Er- 
nest Doerschuk, Jr., Director of Ex- 
tension Libraries, State Library, 
spoke on “The State Library and 
You—a Two Way Street.” He dis- 
cussed the services of the State Li- 
brary and pointed up the individual 
library’s responsibilities to the State 
agency. 

Officers for 1957-58 are: President, 
Marion Gerhart; Vice-President, 
Alice S. Heilman; Treasurer, George 
Bordner; Secretary, Barbara Geyer. 











Pennsylvania Library Trends” 


There are so many favorable signs 
for our future that even the new- 
comer could not fail to sense that 
there is hope in the air and that 
solid achievement is possible in the 
development of library services in 
the Commonwealth. 

There has been an unprecedented 
surge of interest in libraries in the 
recent past over the entire country. 
We see positive evidence of that 
interest in the Library Services Act 
and the willingness of the Congress 
to appropriate a sum larger than 
that recommended by the Adminis- 
tration. The adoption of “Opera- 
tion Library” for the second year by 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and the widespread feeling among 
Jaycee members that the project has 
reflected very favorably on their 
organization is another example of 
broad scale interest in our work. 
The sponsorship of National Library 
Week by the National Book Com- 
mittee shows that the communica- 
tions industry has recognized the 
importance of the library. Within 
the American Library Association 
concerted drives to recruit young 
people to librarianship and to en- 
large the membership of the Ameri- 
can Association of Library Trustees 
are favorable omens. All of these 
things will have a real and imme- 
diate effect upon  Pennsylvania’s 
libraries. 

Evidence of interest in the future 
of library service in Pennsylvania, 
too, is apparent. In the short time 
that | have been in Harrisburg a 
dozen or more people representing 
a variety of professions have called 
on me or have written to say that 
they want to improve or start li- 
braries in their areas and that they 
are anxious to work with the State 
Library. I have found at least sym- 
pathetic understanding among legis- 
*Address given by Ralph Blasingame, Jr., 


Librarian, at the PLA Conference, 
October 10, 1957 


, State 
Bedford Springs, 


14 


lators and state official alike. In Nor- 
ristown, York, Barnesboro, Allen- 
town, Altoona and Towanda (and 
the list could be much longer) civic 
interest is stirring and needs only 
skill in guidance to result in the 
improvement and expansion of li- 
braries. 

The central problem which faces 
all of us who are concerned with 
libraries is to provide focal-points 
to develop plans around which sup- 
port can be rallied. 

At the State Library we have 
been occupied with staffing and the 
many administrative tangles which 
resulted from the lack of forceful 
leadership during the past several 
years. At the same time we have 
begun to develop some plans which 
will affect you and in’ which | 
thought you would be interested. 
Our plan for participation in the 
Library Services Act has, as was an- 
nounced in the PLA Bulletin, been 
approved and our first payment of 
federal funds has been received and 
deposited. 

The major portion of those funds 
in this fiscal year will be used to 
strengthen the Extension Division 
of the Library. We have already 
begun to add staff, materials and 
equipment to that Division to im- 
plement this project. 

$50,000 has been budgeted for a 
comprehensive study of Pennsyl- 
vania’s library needs and resources. 
The primary aim of this study is to 
produce a plan for improvement o! 
library service in rural areas of the 
State. However, because those set- 
vices will necessarily depend on 
urban areas to some degree, we plan 
a comprehensive study which will 
in all probability be the most 
thorough survey ever done of 4 
state. The outline of the survey 
has been duplicated and is now in 
your hands. It was prepared by Dr. 
Lowell Martin, who will direct the 
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study. I urge you to study the 
material in detail and to note the 
target dates established. We will 
welcome your suggestions. Close 
cooperation between the staff of 
the survey and the Pennsylvania 
Library Association is a part of our 
plan. In addition, we will invite 
various lay organizations in Pennsyl- 
vania—Ihe Grange, P.T.A., Feder- 
ation of Women’s Clubs, A.A.U.W. 
and many others to appoint advisors 
to the survey staff. Widespread 
participation in and understanding 
of the study is imperative. 

As quickly as possible we intend 
to present an institute or series of 
institutes aimed at in-service train- 
ing of library staff members, pro- 
motion of the use of improved tech 
niques, education of trustees and 
such other topics as can be handled. 
The planning for these institutes 
must be done very carefully and so 
will take some time. 

The Pennsylvania Library Asso- 


ciation has made many _ contribu- 
tions to planning for library de- 
velopment. The statement of goals 


which was distributed tonight and 
which will be discussed tomorrow 
is one of those. I urge you to read 
it and to understand it fully. Upon 
it many programs of action may be 
based. 

I now should like to suggest some 
specific projects which this Asso- 
ciation may wish to undertake; 
plans are already under way on 
some of these. 

1. To serve, through its Library Develop- 

ment Committee, as counselors to the 

Director and staff of the study de- 

scribed earlier. 
eal To assist in a study of existing laws 

affecting libraries and in the formula- 
tion of desirable legislation. Under 
this heading I urge that there be seri- 
ous consideration of the status of the 

State Library. Among the alternatives 

which I see at the moment we may 

choose to seek separate status for the 

State Library, the creation of some 

body with some definite legal respon- 

sibilities toward libraries within the 

Department of Public Instruction or, 

at least, a stronger statement in law 
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as to the existence and responsibilities 
of the State Library and the State 
Librarian. 

3. To create a system of communication 
concerning legislative matters to keep 


libraries and interested laymen in- 
formed on the status of legislative 
proposals. 

4. To strengthen the Trustees Division 
by recruiting members and by de- 
veloping a publication or series of 
publications describing their duties. 


Presenting of institutes or workshops 
may also be advisable. 

. To participate actively in Person-to- 

Person recruiting campaign. 

6. To assist the State Library in— 

a. Formulation of a book 
policy so that the place of the 
Pennsylvania State Library as a 
book resource for public, school, 
college and special libraries may be 
clear and well understood. 

bh. To study the distribution of Penn- 
sylvania State Publications. 

c. To review technical services at the 
State Library to speed accessibility 
of materials. 

. To develop a plan for a continuous 
program of publication of library 
statistics. 


Ww 


selection 


What can the individual librarian 
do as a contribution to statewide 
development? During the course 
of the study to which I referred 
earlier we will need information of 
many kinds. Some areas of the 
State will be selected as “typical” 
and will be studied intensively. You 
may be asked to reply to rather de- 
tailed questionnaires. The _ infor- 
mation you supply should be as 
complete as possible and you can 
help materially by presenting an 
accurate and complete picture of 
conditions in your library. 

Take every opportunity to present 
your library to the public. Displays 
on Pennsylvania Week this month, 
Know Your Library Month in No- 
vember and, most important, pro- 
grams tied in with National Library 
Week will be valuable in discover- 
ing and focussing the latent interest 
in libraries which exists in every 
area. Your use of Public Library 
Service, A Guide to Evaluation with 
Minimum Standards should be most 
productive in this respect. The State 





Library will help you in every way 
possible, including the supplying of 
publicity materials based on the 
standards—at least in limited quan- 
tities. 

Contact your local Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce and urge its mem- 
bers to work with you on “Opera- 
tion Library.” The Norristown Li- 
brary has already received substan- 
tial help from the Jaycees in its drive 
to secure tax support. 

Investigate the possibilities of in- 
formal cooperation with neighboring 
libraries. Here lies a fruitful source 
of help often not apparent until 
some local ingenuity is exercised. 
Those of you who are responsible 
for the district meeting programs 
might consider this for your spring 
sessions. 

In many of our libraries I sense a 
problem which may be even more 
important than the lack of adequate 
financial support—namely, the feel- 
ing that no more money can be ob- 
tained. Pennsylvania is a wealthy 
state; support is at hand if we can 
take an optimistic and constructive 
view of this vital matter. Support 
will be forthcoming if there is a 
sound plan. It is most important 
that our citizens be educated to the 
value of good libraries and that the 
maximum local effort be made. We 
cannt expect the State to solve our 
financial problems until our local 
authorities have done their very 
best. This educational campaign 
will be most effective where it is 
sparked locally. 

Through membership in the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association and the 
various district organizations you 
provide a source of information and 
ideas which are invaluable in the 
formulation of state-wide plans. In 
addition, the Pennsylvania Library 
Association is the voice of librarians 
and it must be strong and united. 

The future of library development 
in Pennsylvania depends upon an 
aggressive program at the State level, 











both through the Pennsylvania State 
Library and the Pennsylvania Lj. 
brary Association; upon understand. 
ing and acceptance of the program 
by librarians and the unity and 
strength with which they give voice 
to their support; and upon the iden- 
tification and involvement of lay 
groups and individuals. I believe 
we are on the road to progress. 


PLA Committee Chairmen 


1957-1958 


AupbiTING—Elizabeth Hesser, Oster- 
hout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre. 

Avupio-VisuaAL A1ps—Margaretta E|- 
der, Mifflin County Library, Lewis. 
town. 

CERTIFICATION AND STANDARDS — 
Vivian L. Drake, Monessen Pub- 
lic Library, Monessen. 

CONSTITUTION AND PROCEDURE Book 
Mrs. John C. Daub, Mt. Lebanon 
Library, Pittsburgh. 

FEDERAL RELATIONS—Mrs. Herbert 
Beighley, Zelionople Public Li- 
brary, Zelionople. 

FINANCE ComMMITTEE—Kenneth H. 
Fagerhaugh, Carnegie Institute of 
Technology, Pittsburgh. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY — Mary 
Barrett, King’s College, Wilkes 
Barre. 

LipRARY DEVELOPMENT—Agnes Kra- 
rup, Pittsburgh Public School, 
Pittsburgh. 

MemBerSHIP — Mrs. Nada _ Vujica, 
Wilkes College, Wilkes-Barre. 

NoMINATING—Ernest E. Doerschuk, 
Extension Division, State Library, 
Harrisburg. 

PLA History — Frances Dorrance, 
38 Church Street, Dallas. 

RECRUITING — Eleanor V. Downs, 
Springfield Public Library, Spring- 
field. 

RESOLUTIONS—Joseph K. Hall, West 
Chester State Teachers College, 
West Chester. 

SCHOLARSHIP — Evelyn M. Hensel, 
Pennsylvania State University Li- 
brary, University Park. 
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PLA Business Meeting, Bedford Springs 


The annual business meeting was 
called to order at 9:50 A.M. on 
October 11, 1957, by the president, 
Agnes Krarup. 

At the conclusion of her report 
(printed in the Bulletin) the presi- 
dent reported on Executive Board 
action taken on certification: volun- 
tary certification will be continued 
until a more effective certification 
program is evolved from the Penn- 
sylvania Library Study. 

Joseph Myers, chairman of the 
Constitution and Procedure Com- 
mittee, moved the adoption of pro- 
posed changed in the constitution 
and each of the changes was 
adopted. 

Emerson Greenaway, chairman of 
the Library Development Commit- 
tee, moved the adoption of the 
Statement of Goals as presented on 
Thursday evening, October 10, and 
this motion was carried. 

Mrs. Kendall, chairman of the 
Membership Committee, reported a 
total membership of 1260. 

Mildred Ailman, chairman of the 
College and Reference Section, re- 
ported that the administrative status 
of librarians in teachers’ colleges 
should be left to the individual in- 
stitution and the individual _ li- 
brarian. 

Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, chairman 
of the Nominating Committee, gave 
her report which was accepted 
unanimously. 

Ralph McComb moved that the 
Association authorize the Executive 
Board to proceed with plans to ap- 
point an Executive Secretary. This 
motion was carried. 

Harold W. Hayden accepted the 
Presidency and made a brief ad- 
dress (printed in the Bulletin). He 
then presented Mr. Grover C. Gou- 
ker, State President of the Junior 


Chamber of Commerce, who gave 
a stimulating talk on the Operation 
Library Program in Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Gouker’s inspirational speech 
was a high-light of the Conference. 

The president appointed the 
Nominating Committee for 1958- 
59: Ernest Doerschuk, Lee C. Smith, 
Eleanor M. Harsh, Ralph McComb, 
and Mrs. Harvey Woeckner. 

After announcing the new Com- 
mittee Chairmen, the president ad- 
journed the meeting. 





PATRONIZE 
OUR 
ADVERTISERS 





Carp 


Catatoc 


Casinets 


Expertly made, beautifully finished— 
Small, Sectional and 60 Drawer 
Units — in stock for prompt 
shipment! 


Pennsylvania Representative 


Rosert L. HEALD 
18 Raleigh Road 


Nixon, New Jersey 





G208. Jac. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


SYRACUSE + NEW YORK 


Gaylord ; 














A meeting of the Executive Board 
was held on October 10 at Bedford 
Springs Hotel. It was decided that 
the State Librarian would attend 
meetings upon invitation and would 
be given a place on the agenda. 

Voluntary certification will be 
continued until the Martin survey 
is completed and recommendations 
for a strong certification will be de- 
termined. A letter will be sent 
with the current certification re- 
quests explaining that a study for 
change of the program has been 
instituted. 

The question of student member- 
ship for the calendar year was dis- 
cussed and the change of calendar 
year to school year was referred to 
the Constitutional Committee — of 
the incoming Board. 

The Board decided to continue 
the policy of having no alternate 
for the ALA Council Representa- 
tive when he is unable to attend 
the ALA Conference. The ques- 
tion of the Councilor’s expenses to 
ALA which have not been paid by 
the Association will be referred to 
a Finance Committee which will 
report at the November meeting of 
the Board. 

The president expressed her 
gratitude to the Board for coopera- 
tion during the past year and the 
meeting was adjourned. 


a a. 


On October 11 a meeting of the 
Executive Board was held at Bed- 
ford Springs Hotel. 


Executive Board Meetings 


Kenneth Fagerhaugh, Treasurer, 
recommended that the lowest Insti- 
tutional dues be increased to $3.00 
and that $500 be allocated for Na- 
tional Library Week expenses. 

A new Directory of Members will 
be compiled after dues are paid in 
January. Agnes Krarup _ recom- 
mended that the Directory include 
position and library, not just name 
and mailing address. 

The Bulletin has started a series 
of articles on special collections 
throughout the state which are not 
ordinarily publicized; manuscripts 
describing such collections should 
be sent to the Editor and should 
not exceed 1200 words. 

Mrs. Vujica reported for the His- 
tory Committee and asked that any 
materials relating to PLA be turned 
over to the committee. The Board 
will decide which materials are to 
be considered irrelevant. The Pro- 
cedure Book Committee is to in 
clude a page on care and mainten- 
ance as well as disposition of records 
of the Association. 

Dan Healey reported that the in- 
come from the exhibits was $1775 
and $160 from the Combined Books 
Exhibit. 


Ralph McComb explained that 
voting for the Association on ALA 
matters was done in what he con 
sidered the best interests of PLA 
and urged the members to vote at 
all elections of ALA. 

The next meeting of the Board 
will be held at the Harrisburg Pub- 
lic Library on ‘November 15 at 
10:00 A.M. 


National Library Week, March 16-22, 1958 


Concurrent resolutions for Presidential Proclamation were introduced in 
the House and Senate before Congress adjourned; passage is due in Janu 
ary. Resolution reprints are available from National Library Week head- 
quarters, 24 West 40th Street, New York 18, New York. 
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Resolutions 


Whereas, The position of librarian in 
the Pennsylvania State Library had long 
been vacant; and 

Whereas, The State Library standards had 
fallen far below the national level; and 

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania was in dire need of a qualified 
State Librarian; and 

Whereas, Governor George Leader has 
demonstrated leadership by the appoint- 
ment of Ralph Blasingame, Jr., to this posi- 
tion; and 

Whereas, Mr. Blasingame has all the 
qualifications requisite for the position of 
State Librarian; and 
Whereas, The members of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association assembled at 
Bedford Springs, concur whole-heartedly in 
the appointment of Mr. Blasingame as State 
Librarian; now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association send congratulations to Gov- 
ernor Leader for the appointment of Mr. 
Blasingame as State Librarian. 


* * * * * * * * 


Whereas, The members of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association being fully aware 
of the influence exerted by Emerson Green- 
away in the selection of the State Librar- 
ian; and 

Whereas, He has made great personal 
sacrifices to this end; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association take this means to express their 
gratitude to Mr. Greenaway. 


* * % * * * * * 


Whereas, We the members of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association have learned 
of the appointment of Ernest E. Doerschuk, 
Jr, as Extension Librarian; and 

Whereas, Mr. Doerschuk is known as a 
highly capable and industrious librarian; 
and 

Whereas, His appointment is heartily ap- 
proved by this association; therefore, be it 

Resolved, that we, the members of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association, do here- 
by express our sincere concurrence in his 
appointment as Extension Librarian of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 


* * * x * * * * 
Whereas, The State Library suffered 
acutely from a lack of personnel; and 
Whereas, Appropriations were wholly in- 
adequate for the biennium; and 


Whereas, Pennsylvania would have been 
disqualified from receiving its full share of 
the five million dollars in federal funds for 
the development of library services in rural 
areas of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, The State Legislature exercised 
wisdom and foresight in appropriating the 
full amount requested in the State Library 
Budget; therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the members of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association in convention 
assembled take this means to endorse the 
action of the members of the State Legis- 
lature in appropriating the full amount re- 
quested in the State Library Budget. 


* * * * * * * * 


Whereas, The members of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association have learned of 
the retirement of Adaline J. Craft as Chief 
Librarian of the public library of Washing- 
ton; and 

Whereas, Miss Craft has proudly fostered 
tremendous growth and improvements in 
her library for over forty-six years; and 

Whereas, She has made exceptional prog- 
ress in her work with children and Friends 
of the Library; and 

Whereas, She has been a member of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association for many 
years; therefore, be it 

esolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association take this means to express its 
warm appreciation for the many years of 
service given to libraries and librarianship 
in Pennsylvania. 


* * * * * * * * 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service in libraries and 
librarianship in Pennsylvania given by 

Miss Adda Currey, and 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent to 
each individual retiring member. 


* * * * © &* & &# 


Resolved, That the Pennsylvania Library 
Association express its warm appreciation 
for the years of service in libraries and 
librarianship in Pennsylvania given by 

Miss Nell Stevens, and 

That a copy of this resolution be printed 
in the conference number of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association Bulletin, and 

That a copy of this resolution be sent to 
each individual retiring member. 
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News 


Each Friday afternoon Duquesne Uni- 
versity library provides a one-hour con- 
cert of recorded music, which may be 
heard throughout the entire library. They 
are called alumni concerts, because the 
phonograph, speaker, and records are a gift 
from the alumni association. Programming 
and operation are in charge of a student 
from the School of Music. Since orches- 
tral music seems more suitable for a library 
atmosphere than vocal music, the latter is 
scheduled for special occasions only, per- 
haps on the eve of a holiday. 


* * * * * * * * 


Helen Hoch of Zurich, Switzerland, be- 
came a cataloger at the University of 
Pittsburgh library on October 1. Miss 
Hoch has had wide experience in Swiss 
libraries and will be of great assistance in 
the cataloging of both German and French 
publications. 


* * * * * * * * 


Margaret Allan of Edinburg, Scotland, 
began working at the University of Pitts- 
burgh library in October. Miss Allan is a 
trainee who expects to return to Scotland 
at the end of one year to attend libary 
school. 


* * * * * * * * 


The 1957-58 class in Carnegie Library 
School reflects the national trend toward 
work-study programs. There are 22 part- 
time students, many more than ever be- 
fore; 32 full-time students is about normal. 
Students come from 11 states, Canada, 
Hawaii, the Philippines, China, Burma, 
and Pakistan. The students have chosen 
courses as follows: children’s, 10; science 
and technology, 12; general, 26; school, 5. 


* * * * * * * * 


Keith Doms, assistant director, Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, is making a survey 
of the Citizen’s Library of Washington for 
its governing board. 


~ * * * * * * * 


Daniel R. Pfoutz, head, Technology De- 


partment, Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, attended the President’s Confer- 
ence on Technical and Distribution Re- 


search for the Benefit of Small Business, 
Washington, D. C., Septemer 23-25. Case 
histories demonstrating successful use of 
science and technology libraries by small 
business and industry were presented by 
Mr. Pfoutz. In addition, Mr. Pfoutz, and 
Joseph Shipman conducted a workship on 
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Notes 


“How and where to acquire, interpret and 
make use of technical information.” 


* * * * * * * * 


Katherine Crumrine, Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh, will become Personnel Of. 
ficer upon Adaline Bernstein’s retirement 
in December. 


* * * * * * * * 


Margaret J. Griffin, Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh, will become head of Cen- 
tral Lending in December. 


* * * * * * * * 


Nancy Chalfant, CLS °53, became librar- 
ian of the Fine Arts Library, Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, in August. 


x * * * * * * * 


Library Survey, Meadville, Pennsylvania, 
1956, by Walter Brahm was reviewed in 
the Library Journal, September 15, 1957, 
Mr. Brahm, librarian of Ohio State Library, 
is the co-author with Mildred Sandoe of 
Survey of Libraries of Allegheny (Pa,) 
County, 1°50. 


* * * * * * * * 


Alice Moore, former head of Circulation 
at the Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes 
Barre and former president of the North- 
eastern Pennsylvania Library Association, is 
now on the staff of the Trenton State 
Teachers College, Trenton, New Jersey. 


* ” * * * * * * 


Hallie Carson, former librarian, Mills 
Memorial Library, Nanticoke, is now li- 
brarian at Athens College, Athens, Ala- 
bama. 


The President signed the Library 
Services Bill (now Public Law 597) 
for $5,000,000 appropriation June 
29, 1957. The week of August 12 
funds were released: $2,500,000 im- 
mediately and $2,500,000 in Janu- 
ary, 1958. Of the 41 states and 3 
territories which submitted plans, 39 
received approval and their first 
payment for this year. A greater 
economy drive is expected for next 
year. Work to secure the full 
amount of $7,500,000 should begin 
now. 

—From the Annual Report, PLA 
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ALL THIS PICTURE NEEDS !S YOU 


... at the circulation center of this warm, friendly and 
remarkably efficient "New Life” Library. Take this opportunity 
to look around. Anything missing? Well, let's see. Records 

at finger-tips... staff room nearby ... conference room 

out of heavy traffic... layout just right. No questions 
or comments? Then whisk it away—to your “New Life” 










distributor (who can make "dream libraries” 
—like this—come true). 
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Visualize the finest service 
you have ever received from your 
favorite restaurant, hotel, or 
vacation spa. This is the type of 
service we endeavor to give in 
handling your binding orders. 
Heckman’s TEN trucks answer your beck and call . . . with 
scheduled pickups, service from pickup through 
production and delivery. Heckman gives you a Certified 
Library binding at reasonable prices. 





We are anxious to prove this to you .. . beckon us today. 


° NORTH MANCHESTER 
INC. INDIANA 
BOUND TO PLEASE 








